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The Hon Willem Westra van Holthe MLA 
 

Dear Delegates, 
 

The Northern Territory Government is proud to partner with Australian Women 
in Agriculture (AWiA) to host the 2015 AWiA Conference. 
 

Here in the Northern Territory, our agricultural and horticultural industries are 
particularly important for generating economic activity and employment,           
especially in our regional areas. And these industries have increasingly become a 
major employer of women, many of whom have chosen a career on the land, 
compared to the more traditional sense of women only living and working out 
bush to support their husbands’ careers. 
 

Ensuring the Territory’s agricultural sector is strong and vibrant is an important part of the Northern Territory 
Government’s plan to unlock the Territory’s full potential and to create more opportunities for Territorians.  
 

As the Northern Territory Minister for Primary Industry and Fisheries, I welcome the increased investment 
and focus from the Federal Government through the Agricultural Competitiveness White Paper which will 
provide significant help for Territory farmers in building their business and remaining sustainable in the     
future.  
 

The recent creation of a Food Industry Development Group within my Department of Primary Industry and     
Fisheries exemplifies the value this Government vests in our food production industries and the commitment 
it has to ensuring its growth and success.   
 

This Group is working with industry to support existing and emerging enterprises with information and       
services that build resilience, enable growth and minimise risk to investment, with a particular focus on     
product and market development. 
 

Access to good land and water resources will underpin future economic opportunities in the bush, and here 
in the Northern Territory work is underway to identify new areas where land and water resources are        
suitable for economic expansion in job-creating industries such as agriculture.   
 

Additionally, the Non-Pastoral Use provisions under the Pastoral Land Act, recently introduced by my               
Government, has enabled landholders to diversify activities on pastoral properties, including irrigated                
agriculture, horticulture and agri-tourism activities. 
 

The Northern Territory Government recognises the importance of agriculture for our economic future, and 
we congratulate the many women who have made significant achievements in this industry. 
 

The Hon Willem Westra van Holthe MLA 

Deputy Chief Minister 

Minister for Primary Industry and Fisheries 

Minister for Land Resource Management 

Minister for Essential Services 

Minister for Public Employment  

Minister’s Welcome 
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Welcome delegates to Alice Springs! 

On behalf of the Alice Springs Town Council, I would like to welcome all delegates to the 2015 
Australian Women in Agriculture Conference, being held in beautiful Alice Springs. 
 
Whether this is your first time to Alice Springs or a returning friend, I welcome you all to the Red 

Centre and am sure you’ll have a great time here. If you can, I urge all of you to stay an extra few 

days to take in the sights of this iconic outback city. 

Alice has so much to offer visitors, including interesting attractions, or simply wander down the 

Todd Mall in the CBD for some excellent coffee, souvenir shopping and Indigenous art galleries.  

We look forward to seeing you in Alice and we hope you enjoy your time in our unique town. 

Damien Ryan 

Mayor,  Alice Springs Town Council 

Welcome from the Mayor 

 

Kungkas Can Cook is proud to support 
the 2015 Australian Women in              
Agriculture Conference in Alice Springs, 
NT. 
 

We have been supportive of wild-harvested 
bush tucker produce from Central Australia for 
15 years. We acknowledge the cultural ties to 
country and plants. Wild harvest enriches      
culture and stories, and respect for country is 
passed to younger generations.  
 

Our bush tucker products are harvested by          
indigenous women from outlying communities and 
we have a great respect for the harvesters who hold 
the stories that are connected to the plants and 
country.  
 

Order your bush food products TODAY! 
www.facebook.com/pages/Kungkas-Can-

Cook 
 

E: kungkascancook@bigpond.com  
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Australian Women in Agriculture 

Our Story, Our Future  

Australian Women in Agriculture (AWiA) is Australia’s peak organisation for women 

across all areas of Agriculture. We strive to be the national voice for women in           

agriculture, bringing together a diverse geography of agricultural women and providing 

them a platform to connect, network and create change for themselves, their industries 

and their communities.  

We have had a strong history of achievement since our inception in 1993 in Victoria and 

subsequent move to become a national organisation in 1998. We are committed to    

ensuring that agricultural women have the capacity, confidence and channels to have 

their voices heard, from the dining table to the boardroom table to the political table.  

Our members are part of a recognised and dedicated national network that represent 

the diversity of agriculture in Australia including: farmers, pastoralists, journalists,    

researchers, business managers, extension officers, politicians, communicators,       

politicians, bureaucrats, teachers and scientists.  
 

Our work 

Our members, past and present, bring a wealth of knowledge and expertise to the      

organisation and to the agricultural industry. AWiA is focused on connecting Australia’s 

agricultural women and providing the means for their participation at all levels of      

decision-making. We facilitate this by: 

 Keeping our AWiA Membership informed with relevant news, opportunities and 

events via our fortnightly eNewsletter 

 Enabling AWiA Members to influence the agricultural agenda by facilitating trips to 

Canberra to meet key decision and policy makers 

 Ensuring that AWiA responds to and catalyses change as an innovative organisation 

leading the agricultural industry, by continually engaging with our Members across 

multiple platforms 

 Investing in AWiA Members through various learning and leadership pathways      

including leadership development, scholarships to attend our Annual Conference 

and much more 

 Leading as an inclusive and collaborative organisation, partnering with other       

like-minded organisations and networks 
 

How can you become involved?  

Become a Member! You’ll become part of a national organisation of like-minded women 

committed to ensuring women influence the agriculture agenda. Contact your State    

Director to arrange an introduction to AWiA members in your region and see how you 

can become involved and help us achieve a greater future for all women involved in 

Australian Agriculture. 

Check out AWiA’s new website www.awia.org.au and keep up to date with what our 

Members, our organisation and Directors are up to!  

Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/AustWomeninAg, Twitter @AustWomeninAg 
and get involved in online discussions #AustWomeninAg. 

http://www.awia.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/AustWomeninAg
http://www.facebook.com/AustWomeninAg
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The Centralian Land Management Association 
(CLMA) is proud to support the Australian 
Women in Agriculture Conference in Alice 
Springs, NT. 
 

The CLMA is the pastoral industry's Landcare 
group in central Australia. It was formed in 1988 
by a group of local pastoralists and has                 
developed into the largest Landcare group (by 
area) in Australia, extending from Tennant 
Creek to south of the NT/SA border. 
 

Beef cattle is the primary enterprise in the        
region and the CLMA area represents about 
300,000 km2 (30 million ha) of land under        
pastoral lease. 
 

For more information check out: 

www.clma.com.au 

 

JC Baldwin & Sons extends a 
warm welcome to delegates 

attending the 2015 Australian 
Women in Agriculture              

Conference in Alice Springs, NT. 
 

7 - 9  August 2015 
 

Call Shane today to discuss your         

livestock and hay transportation needs 

0409 264 132 

http://www.clma.com.au/
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A warm welcome from the NT Director 

 

 

Australian Women in        

Agriculture welcomes you! 

Werte! Anwerne akangkeme anthurre arrantherre apetyeme Mparntwe-werne. Apmere nhenhe Arrernte ahelhe mape-kenhe  

What's happening? We are very happy you mob come to Alice Springs. This place belongs to the Arrernte people.  

This year, we meet in the heart of Australia to connect, learn and be inspired. I would usually say that these connections, learning 
and inspirations will be made with the women in this room, but this year there’s something a little more special. This year, we 
have also come to the heart of Australia to connect, learn and be inspired by the local women who are working on the land. We 
have a unique opportunity to experience the unique landscapes, history, people and culture that Central Australia offers.  

Historians, writers and academics are now rethinking Australia’s understanding of indigenous land management. Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islanders have complex systems of land management that went far beyond the nomadic, hunter-gatherers. They 
were, in fact, our first farmers, whose intimate knowledge of country, cultural areas, plants, animals and water resources           
sustained them for thousands of years. 

It is this connection to land, our identification as women in agriculture, that brings each of us here to Alice Springs for the 2015 
AWiA Conference and AGM. As champions in all forms of agriculture, let us learn from our respective histories cultivated over   
generations. This year, our AWiA Conference seeks to celebrate diversity and cultivate central connections. And with such an     
exhilarating host community and inspiring line up of presenters, I am certain we will achieve just that! 

Before we are energised by our annual Conference, we have one very special woman to thank. Our Board Director representing 
the Northern Territory, Donna Digby, is the one who has given us the key to unlock this heart of Australia. With the vision to host 
such a grand event, drawing expertise and talent from the dynamic Conference Committee, Donna has encapsulated the passion 
and fervour we all feel for Australian Women in Agriculture. The professionalism and inclusiveness that Donna and her more than 
capable team has instilled in every facet of this Conference has been unparalleled. Donna and the Conference Committee have 
reinforced Margaret Mead’s famous quote ‘Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the 
world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has’.  

Thank you all for travelling from every corner of Australia to join AWiA in celebrating our rich diversity and to celebrate and      
cultivate connections between women in agriculture.  

Regards, 

Elizabeth Brennan 

AWiA President 

Welcome to Alice Springs, the small town with a big heart! 

On behalf of the local Conference Committee, we would like to extend a warm welcome to you, to Alice 

Springs, Northern Territory (NT), and we hope you enjoy the many opportunities we have created to            

encourage you to get out and about and experience the region with your five senses. We are proud to host 

you in the NT, building on previous  national conferences in Darwin in 2000 and 2010. 

We would like to thank you for registering and travelling from far and wide to attend the 2015 AWIA Conference. In recognition 

of 2015 being the International Year of Soils, we would like to recognize our overarching Conference theme ‘celebrating           

diversity: cultivating central connections’. We encourage you to take the time to reflect on the diversity and contribution that 

women make to agriculture industries in Australia, and to use opportunities to cultivate new personal and professional             

connections that are central to your networks, industries and communities. 

Our six major themes of the conference focus on positive farming footprints, communicating for impact, technology driving        

innovation in agriculture, investing in women’s business—reap what you sow, global collaborations with women in agriculture 

and leveraging learning, leadership and livelihoods. 

Lastly, I would like you to join me in acknowledging each and every member of the local conferencing organizing Committee who 

have volunteered countless hours, put forward their ideas, energy and flair to shape our 2015 Conference in the NT - Jane       

Baldwin, Amy McArdle, Sally Sims, Camilla Osborn, Coral Allan, Rebecca Cadzow, Mandy Taylor, Lisa Goldsworthy, Moira Lanzarin, 

Linda Hausler and Clair O’Brien! 

Donna Digby, AWiA Director, NT  (2015 Conference Coordinator) 
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3:00 PM Registrations Open at  

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel (Hotel Lobby) 

82 Barrett Drive, Alice Springs, NT 

5:30 PM Alice Springs Town Council ‘Mayoral Reception’ and 

the local ‘Desert Poppies’ welcome you to central 

Australia  

Sponsor: Alice Springs Town Council 

Welcome address: 

 The Hon Willem Westra van Holthe MLA  

   Deputy Chief Minister, Minister for Primary Industry and  

   Fisheries 

 Councillor Liz Martin, OAM, Alice Springs Town Council welcome 

 Camilla Osborn, Rangelands Coordinator, Centralian Land    

Management Association 

Alice Springs Town Council Function Room 

93 Todd Street (just down from the Todd Mall) 

(A leisurely 15 minute walk from the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel) 

7:30 PM Explore Alice Springs restaurants at your leisure 

or ‘Networking’ dinner @ Tali Restaurant,  

Lasseters Hotel (next to Double Tree by Hilton) 

(self funded, bookings @ Conference Registration Desk)  

All welcome 

 

The Desert Poppies warmly welcomes all 

women from across Australia attending 

the 2015 Australian Women in            

Agriculture Conference in our home 

patch, Alice Springs, Central Australia! 

Our philosophy is to support all women,       

regardless of where you are in your life! 

Check out our facebook page and keep 

connected:  

www.facebook.com/Desert.Poppies 

*** Conference Program subject to change *** 
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Keynote Speaker  Pip Job 
Saturday @ 9:30 am    Follow @pipjob1 

Gala Dinner Speaker  

Kate McMaster 

Saturday @ 8:30 pm            

Kate and her husband, Aaron, run Gemtree Caravan 

Park on the Plenty Highway. Kate grew up on Atula   

Station and completed boarding school in Toowoomba. 

Graduating from a Teaching Degree at the University of 

Southern Queensland, Kate has been a primary teacher 

for twenty years. She gained her Highly Accomplished 

Teacher status and has been the principal of small 

schools in outback Qld and the NT.   

Kate was selected as one of fourteen ‘Characters of 

Central Australia’ in 2014 and featured in a campaign 

marketing Red Centre tourism. This in part led to Kate 

and Aaron receiving the Best Small Tourism Operator’s 

award last year, for their efforts in opening their home 

to travelers to showcase the unique reality of              

Centralian life. Kate is the proud mum of sons Will 

(14), Tom (9) and Mac (7), and says some of the     

happiest days of her life have been simply teaching her 

sons School of the Air. 

www.gemtree.com.au 

 

Keynote Speakers 

2014 RIRDC National and NSW/ACT 

Rural Woman of the Year 

‘Positive Farming Footprints’ 

There is no doubt that the life of a farmer can be tough 
and that we all wish to be just a little bit happier. What 
if you could control this and the level of happiness you 
can enjoy in your farming family business? I will share 
with you the key factors as part of my 12-month 
RIRDC bursary project, 'Positive Farming Footprints'.  

You will learn how you can enhance the quality of life experienced by the people in 
your farming business and how you can make your business resilient and adaptive 
to meet the future of Australian farming. People are the greatest asset in our     
farming family business and we all desire to have a happy, cohesive family that 
leaves a positive footprint for the future.  You can be the leader that creates this in 
your family, community and industry. 
 

www.rirdc.gov.au/rural-women's-award/2014-winners 
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7:00 AM Breakfast self-catered  

7:15 AM Registrations Open at  

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel (Hotel Lobby)  

82 Barrett Drive, Alice Springs 

7:45 AM Buses depart from and return back to the Double Tree by      

Hilton Hotel. Tours include morning tea and lunch 

 

8:00 AM 
Field trip Option A:  

‘Food security in the Centre’ 

Field Trip Option B:  

‘A tour with Alice’ 

 Are you keen to experience 

the landscape of central     

Australia through the eyes of 

a local? This tour will take 

you out to the Arid Zone     

Research Institute and Old 

Man Plains Research Station 

where you will be amazed by 

the different landscapes, gain 

an     insight into innovative 

cattle management practices, 

hear about pathways for     

indigenous employment,     

developing bush food           

enterprises and sustainability 

in the outback.  

Join your local guide ‘Alice’ 

and explore local attractions 

such as the Alice Springs 

School of the Air and step 

back in time with a guided 

walk through a range of     

Alice Springs best heritage        

buildings, including Adelaide 

House, The Residency and 

the Old Gaol to name a few!  

You will also visit the         

National Pioneer Women’s 

Hall of Fame and the Royal 

Flying Doctor Service. 

12:30 PM Networking Lunch Sponsor: Curtin Springs Station 

1:30 PM Tours resume 

3:15 PM Arrive back at the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel 

3:30 PM Afternoon Tea Support Sponsor:  

JC Baldwin & Sons 

4:00 PM Annual General Meeting Double Tree by Hilton Hotel 

5:00 PM Open Air Networking Marketplace with local boutique 

stalls, drinks and light refreshments 

Network speaker: Liza Dale—Hallett (Museum Victoria) 

Double Tree by Hilton Hotel Helipad 

7:00 PM ‘Networking dinner’ @ Double Tree by Hilton Hotel 

(self-funded ~ bookings essential  @ Conference  

Registration Desk)  

 

Conference Program 
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Liza Dale-Hallett, Museum Victoria 
Friday @5:45 pm      Follow @lizahd13 

Elizabeth Brennan, AWiA 
Saturday @11:15 am    Follow @amoeaba 

 

 

 

Presenters 

Liza Dale-Hallett is the Senior Curator, Sustainable Futures, 
at Museum Victoria. She specialises in the history of rural Victoria, 
with a particular interest in contemporary issues of sustainability; 
the role of women in agriculture; the decline of agricultural       
manufacturing in Victoria; natural disaster; significant changes     
impacting rural communities; and the connections between city and 
country.  

Liza is working in partnership with the University of Melbourne on ‘The Invisible 
Farmer’ project which aims to celebrate and preserve the stories of Australian      
women in agriculture. 
 

Liza is passionate about the relevance of history in our contemporary lives and the     
active participation of communities in creating and interpreting their own stories.  
She has received a number of industry awards (nationally and internationally) for her 
work in museums, community engagement and multimedia. 
 

www.museumvictoria.com.au/collections/search?q=women+farms 

Elizabeth has been awarded a scholarship by Fairfax Agricultural Media to undertake 
the Australian Rural Leadership Program which she will graduate from in September 
2015. Elizabeth is President of Australian Women in Agriculture and contributes to 
many other Boards including Heartlands WA, UWA Centre for Regional Development, 
World Farmers Organisation Women’s Committee and Murdoch Commission          
addressing food security in the Asian region. 

Elizabeth Brennan has facilitated a number of community 
and agricultural development programs in her home WA Wheatbelt      
region, across Australia and abroad as an AusAID volunteer in      
Papua New Guinea. She is currently employed by Regional           
Development Australia (RDA) Wheatbelt and within her family     
business, Moora   Citrus, marketing oranges and mandarins to     
domestic and export markets.  

Our delegates have come from far and wide 

to attend the AWiA Conference and AGM! 

As you are listening to one of our presenters, panel, 

or workshop, why not connect via facebook or      

twitter!  

Share one of your light bulb moments, a key        

message or learning and connect with all of the rural, 

regional and remote women working in Agriculture 

across Australia! Follow@AustWomenInAg 

http://museumvictoria.com.au/collections/search?q=women+farms
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Simone Kain, Co-founder ‘George the Farmer’ 
Saturday @11:15 am and  @1:30 pm  
 

Follow @simone.kain   @GeorgeFarmerAU 

Katherine Winchester, NT Seafood Council 
Saturday @11:15 am & Sunday @11:30 am Follow @NTSCouncil 
 

 

 

www.ntsc.com.au 

Katherine Winchester is the CEO of the Northern Territory    
Seafood Council, the peak representative body for the NT Seafood    
Industry. She is also a founding member of the National Seafood      
Industry Alliance Inc., a group formed to give the seafood industry a 
united voice on the federal stage.   
 
Katherine is a NT Business Events Ambassador, graduate from 
Course 19 of the Australian Rural Leadership Program, a Graduate 
member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors (GAICD), 
member of the Australian Institute of Management (FAIM Fellow) 
and graduate of the 2007 National Seafood Industry Leadership   
Program.  

She is also the co-creator of George the Farmer, an educational character whose aim 
is to increase children's knowledge on farming practices, along with food and fibre  
production, through entertaining stories, games and songs. George the Farmer has 
been included as a valuable resource in the Australian Schools Curriculum and was  
recently featured on ABC Landline. 
 
A mother of three boys under five and the wife and daughter of beef and sheep        
producers, she is passionate about regional and rural Australia and highlighting the    
important role that farmers play in our every day lives. 
 
Simone has received a number of outstanding awards including the 2015 NAB     
Women's Agenda Regional Entrepreneur of the Year; she was a finalist in the 2015 
South Australian RIDRC Rural Woman of the Year awards; named in the top 20        
Innovative Women of South Australia; and awarded the Regional SA Great Speaker in 
Schools award for her voluntary work encouraging young people to pursue careers in 
regional locations. Hello Friday has been recently named a finalist in the 2015 South 
Australian Telstra Business Awards. 
 

www.hellofriday.com.au   www.georgethefarmer.com.au  

Simone Kain is an author, graphic designer and a director of 
Hello Friday - a creative agency located in the Limestone Coast of 
South Australia. Hello Friday services businesses and government             
organisations Australia-wide who are predominantly associated with 
primary industries and education. 

 

2015 AWiA Conference 
Program Printing 

http://www.ntsc.com.au
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Rebecca Cadzow, Mt Riddock Station, NT 

Saturday @11:15 am  

www.target100.com.au/Farmer-stories/Cadzow-Family 

Mandy Taylor, Mandy Taylor Solutions 

Saturday @11:15 am  Follow @taylorcomms 

 

www.mandytaylorsolutions.com  

Fiona Lake, Fiona Lake Photography 

Saturday @11:15 am  Follow @fionalakeAus 

 

 

Fiona Lake is a w riter and photographer w ith a specific         
interest in the bush and cattle stations.  She developed a mail order 
business while living in remote areas, producing cards, art and    
magazine features.  However, it is creating books that she loves by 
far the most.  Her third publicly available book will be printed before 
Christmas 2015. 
 
Fiona grew up on a family farm in southern NSW and has lived and 
worked in many locations across eastern Australia, before settling in 
Townsville. Work also takes her across the north and to other     
countries.  
 

www.fionalake.com.au 

She has developed and implemented effective campaigns for businesses,                  
non-government organisations and Indigenous stakeholders, focusing on             
empowering people and organisations to tell their own story.  
 
With a career spanning nearly 30 years as a journalist and government adviser, 
Mandy Taylor delivers quality strategic advice and communications, engagement, 
management and marketing services to a range of clients. 

Mandy Taylor is passionate about delivering quality            
communications and engagement services to organisations and     
businesses in regional and remote Australia.  It’s where she lives 
and works and she knows the importance of effective              
communications to organisations and business operating in remote 
areas.  

Rebecca Cadzow is a mother of three beautiful girls and a 
wife to a very hard working, talented husband. Rebecca lives on            
“Mt Riddock” Station which is 2,633 square kilometers and is       
located 200 km north-east of Alice Springs in the Northern          
Territory. 
 
Together as a family, they run produce cattle sustainably in the   
arid rangelands of central Australia. 
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7:00 AM Sunrise at Anzac Hill  (optional)    

7:15 AM Breakfast self-catered    

7:30 AM Registrations Open at Double Tree by Hilton Hotel  

(Hotel Lobby)  

8:45 AM Conference Welcome  

MC: Clair O’Brien (NT Member, former AWiA Board Director) 

Acknowledgement of Country by Elaine Peckham  

Welcome from Elizabeth Brennan (AWiA President)     

9:15 AM Official Welcome  

The Hon Adam Giles MLA 

Chief Minister of the Northern Territory 

9:30 AM Positive Farming Footprints (plenary) 
Innovate Session Sponsor:  
 

Territory Natural Resource Management  

 Keynote Speaker: Pip Job  

(2014 National RIRDC Rural Women’s Award recipient)   

10:45 AM Morning Tea Support Sponsor:  

National Australia Bank Agribusiness  

11:15 AM Communicating for Impact (concurrent) 
Innovate Session Sponsor:  
 

Australian Women in Agriculture  

 ‘Creating change through  

effective advocacy’ 

Panelists include:  

Elizabeth Brennan  

(Australian Women in Agriculture) 

Katherine Winchester  

(NT Seafood Council)  

Simone Kain  

(George the Farmer) 

‘Tune into your story:  

the art of storytelling’ 

Workshop with: 

Rebecca Cadzow  

(Mt Riddock Station)   

Mandy Taylor  

(Mandy Taylor Solutions) 

Fiona Lake 

(Fiona Lake Photography) 

12:30PM Networking Lunch in the Springs Restaurant  

Nourish Sponsor: Australia Post 

 

Conference Program 
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Alana Johnson 

Saturday @1:30 pm and Sunday @1:30 pm  
Follow @alanatjohnson 
 

Alana Johnson is recognized nationally and internationally for 

her work in rural and regional development and leadership training.     

Alana was the RIRDC Rural Women’s Award Victorian winner for 2010 

and Australian runner up.  She was named in the inaugural 100    

Women of Influence in Australia by the Australian Financial Review in 2012 and the 

inaugural 100 Women in Australian Agribusiness by Rural Press in 2014.  

www.alanajohnson.com.au 

Dr Patricia Hamilton (NRWC) 

Saturday @1:30 pm Follow @Pat_Hamilton_    @NRWNetwork 

 

www.nrwc.com.au   

Alana is a member of a fifth generation farming family from Benalla, Victoria.  A       
pioneer in rural women’s leadership in Australia, Alana is a founding member of AWiA 
and former President of the Foundation for Australian Agricultural Women. 
 
Alana is a former Director of the Rural Industries Research and Development          
Corporation, past Chair of the Women in Rural Industries Advisory panel to the        
Victorian Minster for Agriculture, and a Director of the Victorian Women’s Trust. Alana 
is President of the Voices for Indi who initiated the democracy project in the electorate 
of Indi that saw independent Cathy McGowan elected.   
 
Alana is a graduate of the Australian Rural Leadership Program and the Australian     
Institute of Company Directors, and was awarded an Australian PhD scholarship to     
research the future of Australian Agriculture at Monash University. Currently Alana is 
collaborating on the Invisible Farmer Project with Museum Victoria and the University 
of Melbourne. 

In recognition of her dedication and commitment as an advocate and mentor for rural 

women and youth across the nation, and her passion for creating opportunities for 

women to develop and strengthen their leadership and management skills through a 

culture that celebrates shared life-long learning, Pat is on the South Australian       

Women’s Honour Roll, featured in CBA’s  ‘Women of Focus’, and profiled as a SA      

Women Influencing Agribusiness and Regions. Pat constantly highlights people’s      

critical shared role and responsibility in sustaining and increasing the prosperity and 

productivity of family farming businesses in Australia. 

Dr Patricia Hamilton, is the President of the National Rural 
Women’s Coalition, Chair of the National Networking the Networks      
Advisory Group, a Community member on the Regional              
Development Australia Yorke and Mid North Board, a member of 
the SA Women and Agriculture Online Group, a member of PIRSA’s 
Women Influencing Agribusiness Reference Group and a member 
SA CWA. Pat has a PhD in Rural Sociology: Building and Nurturing a 
Learning Community: From Farmer’s Wife to Business Partner.  

http://www.nrwc.com.au
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1:30 PM Technology driving innovation in Agriculture 

(concurrent)  

 Innovate Session Sponsor:  

National Rural Women’s  

Coalition 

‘Building community      

connections’ 

Panelists include:  

Alana Johnson  

(Voices for Indi) 

Simone Kain 

(George the Farmer) 

Dr Patricia Hamilton 

(National Rural Women’s Coalition) 

Karen O’Keefe  

(Corangamite CMA) 

Innovate Session Sponsor:  

Inside Outside                 

Management and 

Holistic NT 

‘Nature's Gardeners - 

more than just  

Sustainability’   

Workshop with: 

Helen Lewis 

(Inside Outside Management)  

Moira Lanzarin  

(Holistic NT) 

 

2:45 PM Afternoon Tea Support Sponsor:  

Centralian Land Management Association  

3:15 PM Investing in Women’s Business - Reap what you 

sow!  

 Innovate Session Sponsor:  

Rabobank 

’Securing your future 

through Succession  

Planning’ 

Kim Lee 

(National Succession  

Facilitator, Rabobank) 

Innovate Session Sponsor:  

The Fresh Cheese Company 

‘Building agribusiness  

in the Bush’ 

Panelists include:  

Sarah Parker  

(Glencliffe Agribusiness) 
 

Clair O’Brien  

(Coodardie Station Stay)  
 

Rayleen Brown 

(Kungkas Can Cook) 
 

Lyndee Severin 

(Curtin Springs Station) 

4:45 PM Close  
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Karen O’Keefe, Corangamite CMA 

Saturday @1:30 pm Follow @landcarekaren 
 

Helen Lewis, Inside Outside Management 

Saturday @1:30 pm  Follow @InsideOutsideMg   

 

Moira Lanzarin, Holistic NT 

Saturday @1:30 pm   Follow @MoiraLanzarinOB 

Moira Lanzarin is a 4 th generation farmer with tertiary studies in      
Business Law and a diploma of Company Director.  She manages the 
family company’s stud and beef operations, Coodardie Brahmans, in 
the Northern Territory. She has been instrumental in introducing     
Holistic Management to the NT and is extensively involved with         
Indigenous cattle management.   

She has diverse board experience at a local, Territory and national level within        
industry, government and not-for-profits. Currently she is a Soils for Life Board    
Member.  But most importantly she is a passionate and committed mother and wife.  
 

www.coodardie.com.au 

It enables us to work with nature, reduce input costs and increase collaboration,         
production and profitability. Holistic Management is invaluable for developing supply 
chains from producer to retailer. It enables all businesses within the chain to understand 
the needs of the whole chain to  function effectively; as a result there is genuine sharing 
of costs and profits throughout the entire chain. Helen lives outside Warwick, Qld, on    
Picots Farm with her husband Ian, and two children, Archie and Isobel. Picots Farm is a 
developing grazing and grass enterprise which will produce grass-fed beef in 2016. 
 

www.insideoutsidemgt.com.au 

Helen Lewis has an interest in the environment and varied              
experience in community development, political advising, agri-politics,     
agri-business and lobbying. Helen completed Holistic Management         
educator training in 2002. Since then Helen, with her business partner    
Brian Wehlburg, have been training many people in managing holistically, 
which empowers individuals, families, community groups, organisations, 
councils and governments to make decisions in line with their values and 
towards their preferred future, ensuring each decision is sound for the    
people, the profit and the land.  

She has also been a teacher for Federation University specialising in Agriculture,     
Conservation and Land Management. Karen has a Bachelor of Applied Science in     
Environmental Management, a Certificate IV in Training & Assessment and a           
Graduate Certificate in Australian Rural Leadership; and is a recent graduate of the 
Australian Rural Leadership Program.  

www.ccma.vic.gov.au  

Karen O'Keefe is passionate about sustainable agriculture, 
the environment and healthy rural communities. She was raised on 
a farm in south-west Victoria and has had a lifelong involvement 
with the land. Karen has been a Landcare facilitator for the local 
community in the Corangamite region for the past 10 years.   

https://twitter.com/InsideOutsideMg


 

2015 AWiA Annual Conference           #AWiAconf                    21 

Kim Lee, Rabobank 

Saturday @3:15 pm  Follow @RabobankAU  www.rabobank.com.au 

 
Kim Lee is one of Rabobank ’s Succession Planning Facilitators and 
has extensive experience in working with rural farming families. After    
working with family businesses for many years, Rabobank recognised 
the need for a succession planning process developed specifically to 
meet the needs of our rural clients.  
 
Rabobank’s experience in this area has confirmed that families who 
start the process early, have a much greater chance of achieving a 
positive outcome for all family members, as well as their farm     
businesses. Through a genuine understanding of the                      
inter-relationships between on-farm and off-farm family members, 
Kim Lee has delivered successful outcomes for many families.  

These outcomes include direction and clarity of goals, increased financial awareness 
and security and increased opportunities for the business. Kim holds a degree in             
Agricultural Science from the University of Sydney; a Master of Economics specialising 
in small business management, finance and strategy; a Diploma from the Australian    
Institute of Company  Directors; a Certificate IV in Workplace Training and              
Assessment; and commercial mediation qualifications from Bond University.  Prior to 
joining Rabobank, she lectured in business and management at the University of     
Sydney and lived on a mixed farming business in the central-west of NSW for over 20 
years.   
 

Please contact Kim on (02) 6363 5903 or 0427 696 278 for a complimentary            
consultation to assist you and your family with your succession needs.  

https://twitter.com/InsideOutsideMg


 

2015 AWiA Annual Conference           #AWiAconf                    22 

Clair O’Brien, Coodardie Station, NT 

Saturday @3:15 pm    

Clair O’Brien has always lived in the “bush”; never close enough to 
see her neighbours or walk to the shops. She has developed a hard 
work ethic to derive a living from the land in order to sustain her family 
and yet, is still prepared to help others, as well as have an “open-door” 
policy with her home. Her culture is closely defined by strong family 
ties, a pioneering spirit, working together to earn a living, and raising a 
family of four (now adult children with six grandchildren aged 21 to 5 
years).  

Distance has never been a barrier to Clair or deterred her from being involved in her 
“community”.  Clair is a Director of the family company, Coodardie Brahmans. Their 
bulls are sold for breeding purposes and this operation boasts 39 years of production of 
quality genetics based on temperament and fertility for functional cattle.  
 

Clair demonstrates an active interest in, and commitment to, her community as a    
volunteer spanning 50+years involvement across a variety of associations at a local, 
state and national level. Her passion for issues of sustainable diversification               
opportunities in agriculture and supporting businesses, access to relevant education, 
Landcare ethics, along with a fair and equitable representation and voice for rural and 
remote people is what drove Clair to be part of AWiA and a Board member from 1998; 

and a supportive member to this day. www.coodardie.com.au/StationStay 

Lyndee Severin, Curtin Springs Station, NT 

Saturday @3:15 pm   Follow @curtinsprings 

After being raised on a thousand-acre mixed-farm outside the small 

town of Lockhart in NSW, Lyndee, now with her husband Ashley and    

father in law, Peter, own and run Curtin Springs—a million-acre cattle 

station and a diversified tourism business. There's just more naughts up 

here!  

Lyndee has a business degree (accounting) and in the past has worked 

in both the private and public sectors.  

www.curtinsprings.com 

Sarah Parker, ‘Glencliffe Agribusiness’ 

Saturday @3:15 pm, Sunday @11:30 am Follow @GlencliffeDairy  

Sarah holds a Bachelor of Leisure Management, Certificate IV in Work Place Assessment 
Training and a Masters in Agriculture and Rural Development. Her professional roles   
include CEO at Murray Dairy, Projects and Development Coordinator at Dookie College 
and Rural Entrepreneur Developer for Marcus Oldham College. She is currently         
employed as an Industry Trainer in Certificate II and III Agriculture and as a consultant 
in the dairy industry. Sarah is a Victorian Rural Woman of the Year Award finalist.      
Raymond and Sarah were finalists in the 2014 Dairy Farmer of the Year Awards. 

Sarah Parker has worked in the dairy industry over the last 10 
years with her husband Raymond.  She is co-owner of an irrigated dairy 
farm “Glencliffe”, which runs a stud registered Illawarra and Holstein 
herd supplying milk to a boutique Italian Cheese Company and has 
worked  in a range of roles within the agricultural industry.   
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6:00 PM Bus departs for the 2015 Gala Dinner 

from the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel 

7:00 PM Enjoy the AWiA Gala Dinner:  

A taste of the Territory from the  

outback to the ocean 

 

Celebrate Sponsor: RIRDC Rural Women’s Award  

 

Venue: Alice Springs Telegraph Station 

Herbert Heritage Drive, Alice Springs 

(Outdoor Venue) 

 

MC: Mez Elliott 

 Welcome by Elizabeth Brennan (President, AWiA) 

Entertainment by Gareth Dawkins 

Dinner Speaker:  

Kate McMaster, Gemtree Caravan Park, NT 

11:00 PM Close and last Bus 
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Catherine Marriott, Influential Women 

Sunday @9:00 am  Follow @influentialw 

 
A director, facilitator and business consultant, Catherine has developed          
specialist skills in leadership, communication, self-awareness coaching (MBTI 
and DISC Accredited) and developing international relationships through on the 
ground project delivery. She is passionate about living and learning and sharing 
her knowledge and experiences with others.   
 

Catherine is a graduate of the Australian Rural Leadership Program, a Graduate 
of the Australian Institute of Company Directors, and was the 2012 RIRDC    
Rural Women’s Award Recipient and the National Runner-up.  

Having recently been appointed as a Commissioner of International Agricultural research and 
as a private sector Partner on the Indonesian Australian Partnership for Food  Security in the 
Red Meat and Cattle Sector, Catherine is using her understanding of strategy, leadership,     
policy direction and business to create influence, not only here in Australian agriculture, but  
also agriculture globally.  
 

Catherine has worked in Agriculture her whole life and is inspired by the people that work in 
the industry. She is able to use her Rural Science background to help her understand the    
technical aspects of agriculture, particularly the cattle and sheep industries, to better shape 
policy and private sector investment decisions through her consulting business.  

www.influentialwomen.com.au  

Amanda Garner, Australian Native Food Industry Ltd 

Sunday @9:00 am Follow @amandagarner78 

Amanda is a passionate advocate for the native foods industry in      
Australia and is the current Chair of the Australian Native Foods      
Industry Limited (ANFIL) and a coordinator to the Australian          
Agroforestry Foundation. Amanda is a Cordon Bleu trained Chef, an 
ISS Institute Agrifoods International Fellow 2013 and ARLP          
Trailblazers 2013 Fellow, long standing CWA member, past President 
and a lover of grassroots paddock to plate projects. Amanda is driven 
to undertake further research into viable native crops to apply to 
broad-acre farming in arid zones across Australia.  

www.anfil.org.au  agroforestry.org.au 

Maria Linibi, PNGWiADF  

Sunday @ 9:00 am  

Maria Linibi is the President of the peak women's organisation 
Papua New Guinea Women in Agriculture Development Foundation 
(PNGWIADF).  Maria has led the non-government organisation since its 
foundation in 2006.  PNGWIADF now covers 20 Provinces in PNG and 
has established a network in the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. 
 

Maria is a land holder and a highly competent businesswoman.  She 
and her family farm in the Markham Valley, Morobe Province, in the 
mid-north of the main island of PNG.  

She has worked as a farmer representative, trainer and farmer extension worker with 
agricultural research and development organisations, such as the (PNG) National      
Agricultural Research Institute, Fresh Produce Development Agency, Cocoa and      
Coconut Institute, Department of Agriculture and Livestock, and Ramu Sugar Limited.  
Maria Linibi was  recognised as one of her country's six outstanding women at the 
2013 annual Westpac awards ceremony. 
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Rayleen Brown, Kungkas Can Cook 

Saturday @3:15 pm, Sunday @9:00 am and @11:30 am   

Follow @KungkasCanCook 

Rayleen Brown was born in Darw in and has lived in the              
Northern Territory for most of her life. While growing up she lived in    
remote areas, often living off the land eating bush tucker. Her Dad 
was a truck driver and her Mum, a cook. As a family she has lived in 
nearly all the towns up and down the Stuart Highway. She is married 
and has five children and five grandchildren.  

Previous to starting her business, she worked for the Central Land Council. As well as    
running a business, she has been involved in numerous research projects and worked 
closely with Indigenous women who harvest bush tucker from country. She has              
volunteered her time contributing to the bush foods industry to ensure that Indigenous 
people have a voice and are engaged as business opportunities arise.   

Giovanna Webb 

Sunday @9:00 am  Follow @Giovanna_Webb 

Giovanna Webb originally hails from Colombia and is an eminent 
Northern Territory businesswoman and winner of the 2013 Northern 
Territory and Australian RIRDC Rural Woman of the Year Award. An 
Australian of the Year finalist in 2014, she has successfully combined 
her business and research expertise in crocodile farming to assist in 
the economic development of local Indigenous communities by   
providing hands-on business and training skills.  

Giovanna is introducing her trainees to a wide range of crocodile farming activities, 
and has already helped communities generate income by incorporating crocodile skins, 
teeth, and eggs into their unique art work to transform crocodile by-products.  
Giovanna has recently been appointed to the Executive Committee of the Council on        
Australia Latin America Relations and the NT Government’s Business Advisory Council. 

Jennifer Medway  

Sunday @11:30 am Follow @RIRDC @HorizonScholar 

She is an experienced policy and project manager with more than seven years        
experience at the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, including two 
years as Secretariat to the Primary Industries Ministerial Council. More recently she 
has been a Senior Consultant with Garland Outcomes and has recently taken up a    
position with the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation as the      
Program Manager of the Investing in People area. She is responsible for the Rural 
Women’s Award and Horizon Scholarship Program, as well as other capacity building           
initiatives.  

Jennifer Medway has a strong passion for agriculture,     
having grown up on a sheep and wool property at Gunning, NSW, 
before returning home in 2010 to help run the family farm with 
her parents, husband and three children. She is the Executive   
Officer of Tablelands Farming Systems, a progressive             
producer-run group in the Southern Tablelands. 
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Amy Munro   

 Sunday @ 11:30 am Follow @HorizonScholar  @ amymunro4 

Georgia Campbell 

Sunday @ 11:30 am Follow @HorizonScholar  @gcampsss 

Claudia Raleigh 

Sunday @ 11:30 am Follow @HorizonScholar 

Georgia Campbell is a second year student studying a Bachelor 
of Food and Agribusiness at the University of Sydney. My family’s      
history is in farming, and I have always had a passion for agriculture. 
Although I attended a city school, I studied agriculture for four years, 
and am currently a Student Ambassador for the Agriculture Faculty at           
University. I was fortunate enough to become a member of the Horizon 
Program in 2014, which has since allowed me to attend workshops, 
conferences and internships all over Australia.  

Claudia Raleigh, from Cootamundra, NSW, is currently studying in 
her third year of agricultural science at Charles Sturt University in Wagga 
Wagga.  Claudia has a strong interest in the sheep and wool industry and 
will return to the farm to continue producing sheep. For now, Claudia’s  
calling is education in agriculture. Claudia wants to teach agriculture in    
rural high schools.  She can see the benefits of teaching agriculture to kids, 
from building students’ self-esteem and increasing self-worth, educating 
and experiencing the paddock-to-plate concept, and promoting diversity in 
agriculture within the jobs that are on offer.   

Amy Munro was born and bred on our family beef cattle property 
at Cumnock, NSW. I not only have an intrinsic connection to the land 
but a strong passion for rural communities. I have always been involved 
in animal husbandry on the farm and I am currently in my first year of 
studying a Bachelor of Veterinary Biology/ Bachelor of Veterinary      
Science at Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga. I am also a member 
of the National Party and would like to carry through my political        
aspirations to contribute to the future of the Australian agriculture      
industry.  

 

Horizon Scholars 
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Sponsors and bios 

6:00 AM Outback Ballooning (self - funded) 

www.outbackballooning.com.au      

7:00 AM Breakfast self-catered  

9:00 AM Global collaborations with women in agriculture   

 Innovate Session Sponsor:  

Influential Women 

 

‘Inspiring global          

women’ 

Catherine Marriott with 

a panel of inspiring 

women  

Innovate Session Sponsor:  

Australian Agroforestry  

Foundation 

‘Investing in emerging  

native food industries’ 

Panelists include: 

Amanda Garner 

(ANFIL) 

Giovanna Webb 

(2013 National and NT RIRDC    
Rural Women’s recipient)  

Rayleen Brown 

(Kungkas Can Cook) 

10:00 AM General Meeting   

11:00 AM Morning Tea Support Sponsor: Syngenta  

11:30 AM Leveraging learning, leadership and livelihoods   

 Innovate Session Sponsor:  

RIRDC Horizon Scholar 

‘Growing our future  

leaders’ 

 

Workshop with: 

Jennifer Medway  

(RIRDC) 

Georgia Campbell 

Amy Munro 

Claudia Raleigh 

(Horizon Scholars) 

Innovate Session Sponsor:  

Northern Territory  

Government 

‘Leveraging learning,      

leadership and livelihoods’ 

Panelists include: 

Katherine Winchester  

(NT Seafood Council) 

Sarah Parker  

(Glencliffe Agribusiness)  

Rayleen Brown  

(Kungkas Can Cook)  

Natalie Sommerville  

(Euromina Holdings PL) 

Letty Cook 

(Suplejack Downs Station) 
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12:30 PM Networking Lunch in the Springs Restaurant, 
Double Tree by Hilton Hotel  

Nourish Sponsor:  

Northern Territory Seafood Council  

1:30 PM Looking to the Future 

Alana Johnson will draw from her PhD research 

on a sustainable future for agriculture in this 

lively interactive final session   

2:30 PM Conference Close 
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Natalie has a passion for sustainable agriculture and environmental         
conservation, and believes we can do more to ensure we are leaving healthy 
and viable natural assets for future generations, whilst also creating stronger 
industries and communities. 

Natalie Sommerville (Euromina Holdings PL) 
Sunday @11:30 am Follow @natsommerville 

 

Natalie Sommerville is a broad-acre cropping and livestock 
farmer, and business owner at Spalding, mid-north South    
Australia. With her husband, Dane, and two small children, 
she manages just over 4,000 ha growing wheat, barley,      
export hay, beans, canola and 2,000 head of sheep. Natalie is 
a member of the SA Partners in Grain Reference Group, Ag    
Excellence Alliance SA, National Rural Women’s Network     
Advisory Group (SA representative), Chair of a local Landcare 
group, and Northern and Yorke NRM Board member. 

Letty Cook (Suplejack Downs Station) 
Sunday @11:30 am Follow @suplejack 

Letty admits that her first passion is her family.  Mother of seven and     
grandmother of 23 is reason enough Letty has invested a lot of her 
time empowering young people ‘to be their best’ Agriculture is in her blood 
and she believes, the need to nurture our land and our younger generation 
go hand in hand.  
 

Not only did Letty herself, grow up on the most remote cattle station in    
Australia, but rearing and educating her own children there as well has      
certainly had its moments but Letty believes it has given her tools to deal 
with such challenges that only such a lifestyle can give. 

If you think, you, live in a remote location, try      
running a sustainable and profitable business 730 km 
Nth West of Alice Springs, out the Tanami Road. It is 
here on Suplejack Downs that you will find Letty 
Cook, working alongside husband Bill and their     
family, breeding Beef Cattle to help feed people 
around the Globe. 
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Inspire 

Support  

The Australian Women in Agriculture would like to thank our generous sponsors, partners and supporters of 

our 2015 Conference who have partnered with us to offer you a dynamic program. We hope this has inspired 

you to ‘cultivate central connections’ for yourself, your industry and your community! We look forward to    

developing long-lasting partnerships with you, so that we can continue to strengthen our national network of 

rural, remote and regional women leading Agriculture. 

Australian Women in Agriculture 
Conference Sponsors and Partners 

Innovate 

Network  

www.awia.org.au 

Enable 

Celebrate Experience 


